Snagroup seminar

Understanding the child with ASD/Asperger Syndrome

Clarion Hotel Liffey Valley

Saturday 7th of November

Speakers:

Nita Jackson: Author
Carolann Jackson: Teacher and Parent

Kirsen Conroy: Behavioural Specialist
Orna Mac Giolla Ri: Senior Occupational Therapist
Lindsay Noble:  Senior Speech and Language Therapist
Registered SNA’s -€95

Teachers, Parents, SNA’s not registered with snag- €110

9.45-4.20 Price includes lunch and tea/coffee in the afternoon.

Certificates of Attendance provided on the day.

Booking form:

Name:

Address:

       Registration no:

       Phone:

       Mobile:

Please send cheque or postal order to:

Snagroup,

316 Morell Grove,

Naas,

Co. Kildare

Email:snagroup@eircom.net or snagroup1@gmail.com 0857716733/4


Snagroup seminar

Understanding the child with ASD/Asperger Syndrome

Clarion Hotel Liffey Valley

Saturday 7th November

Nita Jackson

Nita is a young woman with Asperger Syndrome, and author of  'Standing Down, Falling Up' which relates her experiences as a teenager, growing up with autism.

Currently she is studying Spanish with Open University, but has a good working knowledge of both Russian and Japanese -

languages are her passion.  She reads grammar books for fun!

In her spare time, she helps her mum to run SAFE (Supporting Asperger Families in Essex) by talking to other Aspies and helping them with their problems, as well as

continuing to write her second book, drawing, playing the piano and working on designs for her Nail Art course.

Nita’s talk will include:

· Growing up with Aspergers 

· Experiences in school 

· The positive, up side of Aspergers 

· The negative, down side of Aspergers  

· Helpful things schools can change or take into account 

· The type of coping strategies that work for me in an unpredictable world
Carolann Jackson

Carolann is Chair of the charity SAFE (Supporting Asperger Families in Essex) and runs ASAP (Asperger Syndrome Adults and Parents).  She is very active in the world of Asperger, working with local and national groups and statutory agencies to highlight the lack of appropriate services for our autistic community.  Currently she sits as Parent Representative on the Department of Health's 'Autism External Reference Group' which was set up to identify the unmet needs of people with autism and AS.

By day she teaches teens with Asperger Syndrome, and those with moderate learning disabilities at a local college, implementing some of the strategies Nita would have wanted. But most important of all, she is mum to Nita.

Carolann’s talk:

· Nita's long journey to recognition

· Diagnosis of her condition

· The sort of pressures we faced  as parents with no support

· The effect her school/college difficulties had on her and our family

· What services I believe should have been put in place then and now.

Kirstin Conroy

 Kirstin Conroy is a graduate from Trinity College and has worked as a  behavioural specialist for over 15 years with children with special needs and challenging behaviours. She lectures for School of Progressive Education and Kildare VEC in Special Needs Assistant Skills and provides home tuition to children with autism.

Managing Behaviours and Building Self Esteem in the Primary School Child..Kirstin’s presentation on Managing Behaviours and Building Self Esteem in the Primary School Child will examine a range of key issues, including:

· Self esteem as the key to a child's success. 

· Some behavioural management strategies will be examined
· An outlook on children's intellect and learning styles will be discussed.
Orna Mac Giolla Ri  & Lindsay Noble
Orna Mac Giolla Ri  

Senior Occupational Therapist Autism Team

On the Carlow/ Kilkenny Autism Team Since 2002

Lindsay Noble

Senior Speech and Language Therapist Autism Team

Worked with Children with Autism since 2002

On the Carlow/ Kilkenny Autism Team since 2006

Autism team- towards an effective school environment.

· Brief Introduction to the Autism Team Setting; Background; Team Members

· Overview of Autism Team Services:  Team Aims; New service Structure;         

· Pathways; Specialist Function Within Community Care
· Our New Approach to Assessment and Intervention: 
· Individual Intervention Plans (IIP’s)/ Episodes of Care:   Family Focused; Play- Based Floortime Model; Inter-play between Communication, the Body and The Sensory System: Incl. Role of SLT and OT
· Outcomes Of New Service Models And Intervention
· Applying Our Assessment and Intervention models to The School Environment:

· Autism Team perspective

Teacher’s Perspective- Karen Lowther

