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Demographics of participants

One hundred and thirty-six parents of children with ASDs participated in this study.  Of the 329 surveys distributed, 139 (42%) parents completed a survey.  Two of the respondents were omitted because their children were outside the age range while another survey was incomplete.  Participants were parents (110 mothers, 23 fathers and 3 parents who did not identify themselves) of children with ASDs living in Ireland (Table 4.2).  The mean age of parents was 40.3 years.  
Table 4.2
Characteristics of the Parents 

	
	n
	%

	Age of parent, y (± SD)
	40.3 (± 6.9)
	

	
	
	
	

	Gender
	
	
	

	
	F
	110
	81%

	 
	M
	23
	17%

	
	
	
	

	Marital Status
	
	
	

	
	Married, and living with spouse
	103
	76%

	
	Living with partner
	5
	4%

	 
	Separated/ divorced/ single parent
	20
	15%

	 
	Other
	4
	3%

	
	
	
	

	Educational Level
	
	
	

	
	Junior Certificate or GCSE
	21
	15%

	 
	Leaving Certificate or GCE A Levels
	42
	31%

	
	HND or other Diploma
	27
	20%

	 
	Polytechnic/ University Ordinary or Honours degree
	20
	15%

	 
	Masters or Doctoral degree
	12
	9%

	 
	Other
	5
	4%

	
	
	
	

	Total household income
	(Converted to Euro/ €)
	
	

	10, 000 - 50,000
	89
	65%

	 
	51, 000 +
	39
	29%

	 
	
	
	


Note. Percentages and means have been rounded off to the nearest decimal
In terms of location, 78% (n = 106) of participants were living in the south of Ireland and 22% (n = 30) were living in Northern Ireland (Table 4.3). Participants came from 27 counties with the greatest number of respondents from Dublin (14%, n = 19), Limerick (11%, n = 15), Antrim (7%, n = 9), Derry (7%, n = 9) and Sligo (7%, n = 9). 

Table 4.3
Location of Parents
	
	n
	%
	
	n
	%

	Antrim
	9
	6.6
	Limerick
	15
	11

	Armagh
	4
	2.9
	Louth
	2
	1.5

	Carlow 
	1
	0.7
	Mayo
	8
	5.9

	Cavan
	3
	2.2
	Meath
	4
	2.9

	Clare
	1
	0.7
	Monaghan
	1
	0.7

	Cork
	3
	2.2
	Offaly
	1
	0.7

	Derry
	9
	6.6
	Sligo
	9
	6.6

	Donegal
	7
	5.1
	Tipperary
	1
	0.7

	Down
	2
	1.5
	Tyrone
	2
	1.5

	Dublin
	19
	14.0
	Westmeath
	5
	3.7

	Galway
	3
	2.2
	Wexford
	1
	0.7

	Kerry
	2
	1.5
	Wicklow
	10
	7.4

	Kildare
	1
	0.7
	North Irelandª
	4
	2.9

	Kilkenny
	2
	1.5
	Irelandª
	3
	2.2

	Leitrim
	3
	2.2
	
	
	


ªParticipants did not identify their location


In terms of child demographics, the mean age of the child was 8.33 years (Table 4.4).  Fifteen (n = 21) percent of the children were female, 80% (n = 111) were males and remaining four were unidentified.  Fifty-six (n = 76) percent of children had been diagnosed with an autistic disorder/ classic autism, 26% (n = 35) with Asperger’s Syndrome, 2% (n = 3) with PDD, 9% (n = 12) with PDD-NOS and the remainder (4%, n = 5) with a disorder on the ASD spectrum.  In terms of the diagnosis, over half of the parents received the diagnosis within the last three years while the remainder received the diagnosis more than 3 years ago.   The majority of children attended mainstream school (46%, n = 63) while 10%    (n = 14) attended an autism-specific class in mainstream school.  Nine percent (n = 7) of children were reported to be attending a special class in a mainstream school while 15% (n = 21) attended a special school.  Six percent (n = 8) of children were attending an autism-specific class in a special school and 10% (n = 13) of children were receiving other education.  Nine percent (n = 12) of children were reported to have a severe learning disability.  Fifteen percent (n = 21) had no known learning disability.  

Table 4.4
Characteristics of the Child
	
	n
	%

	Age of child*, y (± SD)
	8.33 (± 3.3)
	

	Gender of child*
	 
	
	

	 
	F
	21
	15%

	 
	M
	111
	82%

	Type of ASD
	 
	
	

	Autistic Disorder (classic autism)
	76
	56%

	 
	Asperger’s Syndrome
	35
	26%

	 
	Pervasive Developmental Disorder (PDD)
	3
	2%

	 
	Pervasive Developmental Disorder (Not Otherwise Specified)
	12
	9%

	 
	Other
	5
	4%

	 Age of diagnosis
	
	
	

	
	Less than 6 months
	7
	5%

	 
	Less than 1 year
	20
	15%

	 
	Less than 3 years
	38
	28%

	 
	Less than 5 years
	24
	18%

	
	Less than 10 years
	35
	26%

	 
	Less than 16 years
	5
	3%

	Type of school
	 
	

	
	Mainstream school
	63
	46%

	 
	Autism-specific class in mainstream school
	14
	10%

	
	Special class in mainstream school
	9
	7%

	 
	Special school
	21
	15%

	
	Autism-specific class in special school
	8
	6%

	Other
	13
	10%

	Level of disability
	 
	

	 
	Mild
	38
	28%

	 
	Moderate
	53
	39%

	 
	Severe
	12
	9%

	None
	21
	15%

	Sibling with ASD
	 
	

	Yes
	15
	11%

	 
	No
	112
	82%


Note. A very small percentage of data were missing due to non-responses
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